
Fall 2005

1. Puzzles are a favorite 
pastime with the ladies.

2. Teasing each other
in the dining room.

3. Bisco enjoying his
morning coffee.

4. Father Emmett leads 
a prayer circle.

5. A First Aid class.

6. Fr. Emmett visiting 
the children at lunch.

Clockwise, starting above:



Dear Friends,

As I watch the outpouring of
American generosity toward the
victims of Hurricane Katrina, I
am inspired by the caring hearts
of my fellow citizens. It’s amazing
to see the response to the images
we see on television. When you
see people sitting on their roofs,
waving for rescue, all of their
worldly belongings washed away or underwater,
it makes you want to help.

The elders and I watch the daily news
and pray for those people who’ve lost the world
they knew. The elders know how it feels to be
displaced, refugees of a sort, banished to reserva-
tions where they couldn’t sustain themselves.  I
wonder if television had existed in the late
1800s, would Native Americans have turned
into forgotten refugees? I don’t think so.  I don’t
think Americans are any more compassionate
than in the past. It’s just that most people didn’t
know what was happening way off in the distant
Wild West.  No one would have believed that

our fellow citizens in the “land of
plenty” would suffer from malnour-
ishment and disease, ignored, even
hunted down and killed by the 
military.

I’m still a beggar on behalf
of Native Americans. You have
heard my pleas and have responded
with kindness. Now with the many
natural disasters taking place in the
world, it has become very difficult

to care for the elders. They have again become
the forgotten Americans. The elders join me 
in praying for you every day, asking “Maheo” 
to bless you for all you have done for them.  
He calls us all to help the needy and I trust 
you will continue to remember the needs of 
the elders. Thank you for you caring. You 
help lift a burden that is generations old, and 
we carry it together.

Your grateful beggar friend,

Father Emmett Hoffmann

A Note From Father Emmett

Residents warm up in exercise class



In the first install-
ment of Herb Bear
Chum’s story, readers
will recall that Herb
grew up an orphan 
on the Northern
Cheyenne

Reservation. His Grandma Nancy, a medicine
woman, taught him traditional ways and she made
sure that when World War II broke out, Herb went
to college instead of to war. But when he got to 
college his job was given to a rich man’s son.
Discouraged, he dropped out of school.  

But Herb wasn’t going to let prejudice and
humiliation get him down He hitchhiked to Billings
where he found work sacking beans in burlap bags.
His hands bruised and bloodied, he knew he could
get a better job. From then on his career went
straight uphill. He became Clerk of Courts for his
tribe and then moved to the BIA where his college
transcripts came in handy. He was promoted to 
engineering (cartographic) draftsman and finally 
to a Civil Engineer. Later, he became a Highway
Department Draftsman for the MRBI, the Missouri
River Basin Investigations. 

During these hard-working years, he met and
married Marie Ann Fighting Bear in the traditional
Indian way. He was 38-years-old. Through the years,
Marie and Herb had 5 children, Libby, Byron,
Herbert Jr., Tyrone and Herberta. Herb also served
on the tribal council for 8 years and graduated from
Dull Knife Memorial College.  

Again, opportunity knocked when the Birney
reservation community selected Herb as Master of
Ceremonies for a party. Although he’d never done 
it before, he agreed to be their MC.  Herb found that
he had no fear of getting up in front of an audience
and was soon in demand for pow wows: “I was
known for my encouraging cheer. When a drum
group had a good song going, I cheered them on. 
It made them sing louder and it was more fun!” 

Because Herb’s coworkers and friends saw a
fun-loving guy with loads of energy, they nicknamed
him “Happy Herb.” But although he was holding
down two jobs, Herb was anything but happy. His
home life had deteriorated until finally, he and
Marie broke up and went their separate ways. 

In the late 1960s, the movie “Little Big 
Man” starring Dustin Hoffmann and Faye Dunaway

was filmed in part on the Northern Cheyenne
Reservation. Herb and many of his friends were
hired as extras. The film crew brought in a trailer
and each Indian went in to be “made up” as 
an Indian! 

I had my horse, a palomino named Silver City.
They put a tight buckskin breechcloth on me, a wig
and Hollywood war paint. I walked out to get my
horse and he didn’t recognize me! He shied away
when I jumped on his back. My breechcloth was 
so tight! I couldn’t spread my legs to ride bareback. 
I wasn’t used to getting pinched up like that. 
He kept turning to look back at me because my 
legs were pinching him, too.  I cut the breechcloth
with a knife.     

By the 1970s, the Bureau of Indian Affairs 
had allowed big coal companies to lease Northern
Cheyenne land. Herb was called in to help tribal
members investigate the validity of the coal leases.
Geologists, hydrologists and draftsmen worked
together to see if the BIA had masterminding a 
sellout of tribal lands to the coal companies. 
They found out that 8 coal companies had 32 lease
violations. After reporting their findings to the
Secretary of the Interior, he voided the coal leases.
Coal companies were ordered to give 3 million 
dollars back to the tribe.   

Herb’s career as Master of Ceremonies nearly
came to a tragic end in 1991, when he lost his 
hearing. He tried hearing aids but they didn’t work. 
It seemed like he was living in a glass of water.
Realizing that his MC career was over and that 
he might lose his job, Herb felt useless. He became
deeply depressed and decided to sit down and write 
a suicide note: “Suddenly, I felt my Grandma Nancy
in the room,” he recalls. “I quit writing the note,
opened the door and told the bad spirits to get out 
of my house. I asked the good spirits to come in.
Grandma Nancy was with me.”  

When Herb’s son Tyrone found out what 
had happened, he moved in with his dad.  Tyrone
liked to play the radio real loud and it didn’t matter
because Herb couldn’t hear a thing. But one night,
Teddy Wooden Thigh, Tyrone and Herb were 
playing cards when all of a sudden, Herb heard 
the radio. “It’s too loud!” he told his son. “Turn it
down!” Teddy laughed: “You were more fun deaf!”
Herb had gotten his hearing back.
(To be continued in the next issue of Signals)

Herb Bear Chum’s biography
...continued from the last edition of Signals



American Eagle
Society
$25,000 & up

Mr. James Maney 
Ms Frances Saunders 
Carl J Schwerin 

Spirit Coming 
Home Society
$10,000 to $24,999

Carolyn Damon 
Margaret Hams 
Sister Patrick Marie Sharpe 

Journey of Life
Society
$5,000 to $9,999

Mr Charles Abela 
R.J. Cartwright 
Mrs Madelyn Chafin 
Mr & Mrs Frank Curtis 
Mrs Mathilde Easley 
Mr & Mrs Charles E Liebman 
Mrs Carol Morris 
Ms Rust Pappathanasi 
Mrs. Ethel Ponik 
John G Raffensperger MD 
Mrs Mary Grace Snyder 
Mr Paul West 

Light of Life
Society
$1,000 to $4,999

Mr. Walter T. Allen 
Ms. Saundra Alvarez 
Richard Angus 
Dr Mary F Argus 
Theresa Aubuchon 
Patricia Ballweg 
Ms Lois Berlage 
Ms. Elsie Bleimiller 
Mr William E Boger 
Mr & Mrs James J Boock 
Mrs Margaret Bowers 
Miss Ethel Bruning 
Mrs Helen Z Bunker 
Mr William Byers 
Mr. Raymond M. Carpentier 
Charlene Cobb 
Mr & Mrs Neil W Cole 
Ms Eunice Coriell 
Mrs James H Countryman 
Mr. Leo A Demmer 
Lynn Diamond 
Ms Mildred Dreyer 
Mrs Mary Duffy 
Mrs Barbara Edwards 
Mrs Edward C Eichhorn 
Mrs Bettymae Erb 
R. A. Fernandes 
Virginia Foote 
Mr Russell Ford 
Hattie Freda 
Mrs Shirley Fultz 
Mrs E W Garrott 
Ms P E Hadlick 
Joyce Hansen 
Ms. Lucille Haupt 
Michael Hawes 
Mrs Adelaide Haxton 
Ms G Huisking 
Mr & Mrs James M Humber Jr 
Helen B. Hunker 
Ms Lois A Johns 

Mr & Mrs Wade Judy 
Mr & Mrs Ray & Diane Keefe 
Helen F Kelbert 
Mr Michael Kovac 
Mr. Francis P. Lehar 
Simone Leibowitz 
Mrs Linda Mackay 
Rosalia Maloney 
Andrew & Betty Markey 
Alftruda McDonald 
Ms Irene A Melnyk 
Mrs Jean A Mooney 
Judge & Mrs Fred J Moore 
Mr Robert Morrison 
Mrs Alice Morrison 
Bert Morton 
Mrs. Rose Namaka 
Fred & Marilyn K. Nations 
Mrs John H Newman 
James P O’Connor 
Ms Mary Papadopetros 
Ms Jeannette A Pennock 
Mr & Mrs Ira A Pigg 
Mr Phillip Poneck 
Father Peter Powell 
Mr Michael S Reis 
Mr Richard Renkun Sr 
Mrs Marjorie Robison 
Mr Steve Rosenberger 
Mr George E Rosness 
Maj Leonard Rother 
Harold Schippert 
Ms Virginia E Schwatel 
Cora E Sevilles 
Mrs Barbara R Smart 
Irene H. Sowa 
Dr & Mrs Kenneth P Steimel 
Mrs. Mary L. Story 
Ms Nancy J Stratford 
Ms Ann Sullivan 
Ms. Andrea Sununu 
Mary B. Tarpey 
Miss Marlys E Tedin 
Mr Bert J Theriault 
Mrs. Peter Tighe 
Rev. Francis Toan 
Mrs Nels E Turnquist 
Mr. and Mrs. Alban F. Varnado 
Mr & Mrs Roldan Vigil 
Mr & Mrs E N Votry 
Mrs Willard Walker 
Dr. Olga P. Weber 
Mrs Geraldine Weiss 
Dr Margaret Weiss 
Edwin F Wilkins 
Mr Carl B Williams 
Rev Thomas Winikates 
Ms Alice Wiren 
Mr Earl E Wischemier 
Dr Mary Jean Wood 
Richard L Woodhams 
Ms Alice Yancey 
Ms. Alyce Youngson 

Gift of Life
Society
$500 to $999

Claude J Albers 
Ms Barbara Albert 
Mr & Mrs Lawrence Allen 
Mrs S Allender 
Ms Rosemary Altenhofen 
Amelia A Altomare 
Ms. Patricia G. Andes 
Mrs Jeanette M Andrews 
W T Avara Jr 
Sally Mary Aylward 
Mr John Bakker 
Wayne Barber 

Mrs. Bonnie Barlow 
Mr & Mrs Joseph Barovelli 
Ms Jean E Bart 
Mrs Elizabeth Bates 
Ms Mary Bauer 
Mr. Lincoln Baxter II 
Mrs Evelyn Becker 
Ms Mary Bennett 
Ms Barbara Berger 
Ms Judith Bishop 
Mr. & Mrs. Otto Bluntzer Jr 
Mrs Elizabeth G Bonino 
Mrs C L Book 
Ms Agnes Bossing 
Rev John A Brady SJ 
Mr John C Brennan 
Mrs Leona Brewer 
Marianne U Buddington 
Bernie & Jayne Buren 
Mrs Jenny W Bylander 
Mrs Irmgard K Caamano 
Mr. & Mrs. Alfred Carson 
Ms. Sadie Cartwright 
Mr. Joseph Cazares 
Dr Jessalyne Charles 
SS Peter & Paul 

Catholic Church 
Mr & Mrs Robert Clabby 
Larry & Sonia Clem 
Ms Thelma Craig 
Paul Curci 
Mrs Karen Dansfield 
Ms Kathleen Davidson 
Ms. Judith Dawson 
Mrs Helen Dawson 
Mrs Rosemary Dawson 
Mrs Audrey Devine 
Melvin Dickerson 
Pierre Dumonteil 
Mrs Walter Dunn 
Ms. Jan & Donna Early 
Ms. Dorothy & Catherine
Egan-Fontaine 
Ms Janet E Elder 
Mr & Mrs Wynston E Erickson 
Chester Eschen Jr 
Miss Delia Fajardo 
Mrs Celeste Farr 
Mr. David P. Faulkner 
Mr Florido Filippini 
E. Fisher 
Ms Dorothe Fitzpatrick 
Mr David Fitzsimmons 
Dr & Mrs Thomas M Flanagan 
Mrs Mary Flynn 
Miss Bernice Foote 
Mrs. Eva Forndran 
Mr Wm N Foss 
Betty Fritchen 
Mr. Elias T. Galindo 
Mr Bernard T Gascon 
Mr Charles Gentges 
Mr Denis M Geraghty 
Mr Richard Gerhards 
Miss Carolyn L. Gerrety 
Ms Dorothy T Geyer 
Ms Regina R Gilmartin 
Mr Geo Gilmore 
Rose Anne Goodrow 
Mrs Valeda Gordon 
Ms. Gertrude Goudy 
Mrs Arthur W Graham 
Mr & Mrs Wayne Griep 
Ms Catherine B Griffith 
Mrs Joyce A Guido 
Mrs Louis W Haar 
Frank & Margaret Hankins 
Ms. Dorothy Hanna 
Mr. Joseph F. Hattan 
Mr & Mrs Albert J Hefner 
Mrs Dolores E Helton 

Mr. & Mrs. Melvin Henry 
Ms Susan Heyburn 
Miss Renee Hill 
Mrs Jessie Hill 
Mr & Mrs J L & 

Edna Holcomb 
Mr. William A Hood 
Ann M Horick 
Ms Beatrice Hsiu 
Mr Raymond Hufnagel 
Svante Humbla 
Mrs Mary Hummeler 
Miss Ann Incoronato 
Mrs Dorothy Jackson 
Mr & Mrs D B Jackson 
Ms. Regina O. Janes 
Mr Robert Johnson 
Ms Jennifer Johnson 
Mrs Margaret S Jones 
Laszlo & Ingrid Jurak 
Mrs Gertrude Just 
Mr Richard L Kagarise 
Ms Dorothea Kaitz 
Mary B. Kasbohm 
Mr. Julius Katchur 
Ms. Elsie Kautzky 
Helen Kennedy 
Ms Emily Kopley 
Mr & Mrs Gerald Kraft 
Sandra A. Kruzman 
Mr Eugene Lamb 
Mr W T Lander 
Mr George Laurence 
Phil Leak 
Mr Richard L Lechaux 
Mr Francis Lehar 
Mrs Loretta Levesque 
Jacob Levine 
B Lochridge 
Mr. Joseph Lodge 
Mrs J W Lynch 
Barbara Mabrey 
Col. John J Mac Gregor 
Mary J Mackey 
Mrs John S. Maclaren 
Mrs Betty Malcomb 
Mr & Mrs John A Malecha 
Mrs Karen Q Mann 
Mr. Joseph E. Marsh 
Mrs Edwin P Marshick 
Betty Martin 
Mr & Mrs Joseph Martinez 
Ms. Juanita Maxwell 
Mr Phillip A Mc Dermott 
Mr. Charles T. Mc Kinnie 
Mrs Patricia McCullough 
Mrs Nelda McDermott 
Mr & Mrs Edward J. McGrath 
Hunter R McKee 
Mr. Lester W. McKee 
Ms. Marga Meier 
Charles Merrill Jr. 
Mr Richard L Merritt 
Mr Walter Milburn 
Mr Francis D Milistefr 
Ms. Rita Miller 
Ms Marion Mirehouse 
Mr Richard Morrow 
Ms Rose C Munoz 
Mr Rich Mutherspaw 
Ms. Cynthia R Myers 
Ms Rosemary Nagle 
Mr. Nathan Narrance 
Ms. Jannette Nesson 
Mr Bob G Newgen 
Mr & Mrs Jerry Nightingale 
Anna Belle Nimmo 
Louis Noffsinger 
Naomi E Nord Trust 
Mr Jamie Olson 
Mr. Edward Ortiz 

Ms. Ruth K. Panella 
Mrs Madeline Patton 
Ms Debbie Pearson 
Mr & Mrs Don Peltier 
Mrs Mary V Pendleton 
Lloyd W Perkins 
Mr & Mrs Frank H Peterson 
Mrs. Noelie D. Pfeffer 
Ms. Barbara Poscich 
Mrs. Esther Price 
Mr & Mrs Richard Prussman 
Ms Dorothy Pryor 
Ms Arlene Putt 
Mary C Racki 
Robert Raskind Foundation 
Mr & Mrs Ted W Rasor 
Ms. Marilyn J Rehnberg 
Ms Agnes E Reich 
Mr Gerard Reilly 
Ann Reilly 
Ms. Patricia J 

Rektorik-Sprinkle 
Thomas Rhett 
Mr L Richardson Jr 
Mr Charles G Roberts 
Ms. Margaret J. Robertson 
Ms Mary Robinson 
Douglas & Peggy Robison 
Ms Mary A Rosania 
Ms Kay Saito 
Ms Amy T Saito 
Clara V. Salsberry 
Mr & Mrs Tom & 

Gloria Saraffian 
Ms. Joanne Sauer 
Miss Mary Schory 
Mr. Michael Scoggon 
Ms Carolyn Jane Scott 
Ms. Theresa Serafini 
Ms. Martha Shalvatis 
Mr & Mrs Harold W Sheeran 
Mrs Gail Shevlin 
Mr K Shiroishi 
Marcia Sigler 
Ms Marian A Southard 
Rosalie Speciale 
Mrs Marina F Speir 
Mr. & Mrs Arthur Stafford 
Mr Douglas R Stahl 
Ms Robyn Stockton 
Ms Irma V Strong 
Mr Fred Suazo 
Mr Walter Sudul 
Mr & Mrs Stephen Szajko Jr 
L. Tarangelo 
Ms Bessie Thomason 
Mr Donald Thorn 
Mr Wallace Tippery 
Mrs. Julia Toms 
Mr John T Tracy 
Mrs Edward Trizinsky 
Mrs Mary Uhrig 
Ms Margaret Ullmann 
Ursula Van Raden 
Ms Barbara Veteto 
Mr & Mrs Erwin J Vickery 
Agnes Vilim 
Mrs Doris Warren 
Mrs. Elizabeth A. Wells 
Ms. Joan Wetherell 
James Wheeler 
Mrs Mary Louise Whitehead 
Mr Randy Williams 
Mrs. Marie Ellen Wilson 
Ms Dorothea Winek 
Kim Wineland 
Ms Edna Marie Wood 
Mr. Theodore O. Wright 
Avis M Zoanni 

Soaring Eagle Societies 
Soaring Eagle has established societies to give proper recognition for outstanding gifts that have been given for the
construction of the Heritage Living Center. Each society shows the level of donors and our gratitude for their generosity.

Donors who contributed $100 or more between January 1, 2005 and Sept. 15, 2005 were enrolled in the Dawn of Hope Society. 
They received a beautiful personalized certificate suitable for framing.  Thank you for your generous and caring gifts.



Top: 
Praying for all of our friends and benefactors.

Left: 
A morning Montessori class.

Above: 
Rose tries to outsmart Father Emmett in 
a card game.



I never dreamed our new automatic,
direct deposit payments to annuitants would
provide anything more than a convenience 
to our donor friends, but last month, they
became a necessity for one couple in Metairie,
Louisiana.

Metairie is located just west of New
Orleans. Metairie was hit hard by the devas-
tating effects of Hurricane Katrina, including
widespread flooding from Lake Pontchartrain
caused by the breaches and overflowing of
lake levees. Our friends, who also happen to
be annuitants, had to evacuate for Katrina.
For several days, even postal service was 
suspended in the area. Offices were closed.
The town of Metairie was hit hard.

In spite of the devastation, our friends
could count on an automatic deposit from our
annuity account to their checking account.
The transfer was successfully completed. 
Even though everything else in their world
seemed to turn upside down, at least one
thing was reliable: their Soaring Eagle gift
annuity payment.

The elders join Father Emmett in 
prayer for those affected by Hurricane Katrina.
Several of our donor friends are experiencing
significant hardship. Still we are deeply 
grateful for our dedicated friends, who
continue to help assure that Native elders 
will not be forgotten. We are grateful that 
our Metairie friends are going to be all right.

If you like the idea of a reliable source 
of income that pays you now, but provides 
for Soaring Eagle’s future, why not consider 
a Soaring Eagle Charitable Gift Annuity? 
Our rate of return is better than many 
similar forms of investment. Call Mary Jo Fox
at (406) 256-8500 to receive a free, no-
obligation proposal based on an amount you
specify (minimum $5,000) and your date 
of birth.  Annuities may be written for up 
to two beneficiaries.  

Remember, charitable gift annuities 
provide significant tax savings, and the older
you are, the better your rate of return on a 
gift annuity. Call today!

HURRICANE KATRINA FOILED
BY DIRECT DEPOSIT AUTOMATIC GIFT ANNUITY PAYMENT

Edna looks at the beautiful park view.



Your Gift
Lives On

Please use one of the following sample
forms of bequest:

A. (Whatever is left after other bequests 
have been granted) “All the rest, residue,
and remainder of my estate, I bequeath to
Soaring Eagle Public Charity, a corporation
created under the Laws of the State of
Montana, located at Billings, Montana.”

B. “I give, devise, and bequeath to Soaring
Eagle Public Charity, a corporation created
under the Laws of the State of Montana,
located at Billings, Montana, ______% of
my estate.”

C. “I give, devise, and bequeath to Soaring
Eagle Public Charity, a corporation created
under the Laws of the State of Montana,
located at Billings, Montana, the sum of
$____________.”

D. “I give, devise, and bequeath to Soaring
Eagle Public Charity, a corporation created
under the Laws of the State of Montana,
located at 745 Indian Trail, P.O. Drawer
879 in Billings, Montana, 59103, the sum
of $ ____________ for the Wall of Living
Memories Fund, to care for Cheyenne
elders, the principal of which shall remain
in perpetuity.”

These are sample forms only. Consult your
attorney when preparing any legal
document.
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YES, I’m interested in a Soaring Eagle Charitable 
Gift Annuity. The better rate of return, tax deduction
and eventual charitable contribution to Soaring Eagle
sounds like a WIN WIN WIN opportunity. 

Name_______________________________________
Address_____________________________________
E-mail______________________________________
Birth date(s) of annuitant_______________________

Annuity Amount $____________________________
(up to 2 names/birthdates allowed per annuity.)

This is a non-binding proposal. Upon receipt of 
actual payment for an annuity, a formal contract will
be mailed. For more information call Mary Jo at 
(406) 256-8500.

Fergie is popular with everyone!

$10,000 Contract Amount $10,000

12% Rate of Return 3.5%

$5,976 Charitable Deduction (Yr. 1) $0

$264/yr Taxable Income $350/yr

$1,200/yr Gross Annual Income $350/yr

$1,614 Income Tax Savings (Yr. 1) $0

Soaring Eagle
Gift Annuity

Certificate
of Deposit

*Based on a 92 year-old individual in a 27% Federal 
tax bracket, making a $10,000 investment. Soaring Eagle
Annuity contracts are irrevocable, resulting in the large
contribution deduction. The Certificate of Deposit is a 
2-year rate.

A SOARING EAGLE 
ANNUITY OUT-PERFORMS 

A CERTIFICATE OF DEPOSIT.
LET’S COMPARE...*



NON-PROFIT
ORGANIZATION

U.S. POSTAGE PAID
SOARING EAGLE

745 Indian Trail, P.O. Drawer 879, Billings, Montana 59103-0879

A Memorial Plaque in Eagle Ridge Park is a wonderful way to honor friends and loved ones.  
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Renegade Priest Book Order Form

Softbound
# of copies ______ @ $16 + $5 S&H = $_____________

Hardbound
# of copies ______ @ $25 + $5 S&H = $_____________

TOTAL $_____________

Please make checks payable to: Father Emmett’s Biography
Book purchases are not tax deductible.

2nd Edition
Order your copy of 

Father Emmett’s biography today.

Use the order form below.

Renegade Priest 
of the Northern Cheyenne

The Life and Work of 
Father Emmett Hoffmann 1926–

Father Emmett’s remarkable story 
of success is unequaled in the history 
of the 20th century Catholic Church 

in the American West.

A REAL
PAGE

TURNER

Father Emmett’s Biography,
Renegade Priest of the
Northern Cheyenne 

ORDER FORM

ON BACK
Name____________________________________________

Address___________________________________________

City_______________________ State_____  Zip _________



Soaring Eagle
Important Days We Want to Remember in Our Prayers

You are in our prayers each day and we want to remember your loved ones on their special days as well.
Please print the name(s) you want remembered and return in the envelope provided.

Name___________________________________________

Date of Birthday_______________________________

Name___________________________________________

Date of Birthday________________________________

Deceased_____________________________________________

Date of Death______________________________________

Deceased_____________________________________________

Date of Death______________________________________


