
Dear Friends 
and Benefactors,

Since our last newsletter we had a meaning-
ful Christmas holiday season at the Heritage
Living Center. Despite a blizzard bringing sub
zero temperatures and three foot snowdrifts, 
the elders stayed warm and enjoyed their 
traditional Christmas blessings and prayers.   

It seems like only yesterday when I first
arrived at St. Labre Mission in 1954. I faced the
difficult challenge of turning this struggling 
facility into a school with a strong foundation.
We accomplished this without federal or state
funds. After I retired from St. Labre in 1994, 
I was grateful that due to many generous 
benefactors, we left it financially secure and well
endowed. Today, St. Labre continues as an out-
standing leader in the field of Indian Education.

In 1997, I found many old 1970s tape
recordings in the Cheyenne language. Among
the many historical interviews, a tape recording
was discovered of an old chiefs’
meeting. These were
men who had been my
mentors when I first
came to the reservation.
They were lamenting
the fate of their elders
who were being sent to
nursing homes far
from the

reservation. These elders couldn’t communicate
in English and because transportation problems
existed for family members, they rarely visited.
Soon the elders became depressed, stopped eating
and died far from their homelands. While listen-
ing to the recordings with Bisco Spotted Wolf,
one of the chief’s said: “Let’s talk to Father
Emmett. He will help us!” It seemed they were
speaking to me from beyond the grave. 

Their words haunted me into action. After
much prayer, I rededicated my vow to provide
care for Cheyenne elders. With great faith that
“Maheo,” our Creator God, would bless this new
undertaking, I founded a non-profit charity called
Soaring Eagle, dedicated to one main focus – the
construction of an assisted living home for
Cheyenne elders.

The Heritage Living Center, built on a hill
overlooking the historic Northern Cheyenne
Reservation and the picturesque Tongue River
Valley, was dedicated on August 31, 2002. Again,

we didn’t accept help
from federal or state
funds; we chose not to
affiliate with any other
organization, knowing
these choices would
make the road ahead
more difficult.

Our confidence that
God will bless our
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Top: 91 year-old Louise Bolson 
opening her Christmas gifts. 

Left: Elders enjoying Christmas 
dinner with family and friends.

Right: Frank Rowland seated to the left.

Christmas brought abundant joy to those elders who moved into the 
Heritage Living Center during the past year. You should have seen the laughter and 

tears as they opened their gifts. A resident expressed his overwhelming gratitude when he told me: 
“I am 79 years-old and this is the best Christmas I ever had.”



Viola Campeau, the beloved “Cheyenne Nightingale,” 
died on January 20, 2004. For the past two years Viola
enjoyed living in the Heritage Living Center where she had
many friends. Recently, Viola’s friends and rel-
atives were happy to see Viola’s life highlighted
in Father Emmett’s recently published biogra-
phy, Renegade Priest of the Northern Cheyenne. 

Viola was born June 17, 1922 in Star
Prairie County, Minnesota. After receiving her
nursing degree, Viola accepted a Marquette
Indian League volunteer placement to St.
Labre Mission, where she renewed her yearly
commitment until she felt it was truly her home. 

On June 23,1970, Viola affiliated with the
Province of St. Joseph of the Capuchin Order.
In addition to her job teaching kindergarten, Viola opened a
small clinic at St. Labre. No doctor came to the school and
Viola averaged 60 patients a day including school students
and ranch families. A devout Catholic, she nursed people

suffering from life-threatening burns, car accident injuries
and diseases such as hepatitis, tuberculosis, meningitis,
typhoid and cholera. 

Viola endeared herself to the Northern
Cheyenne and to area ranching families when
she prayed with them at the death beds of 
relatives. Her soothing manner helped many 
to accept the death of their loved ones in tragic
accidents or in lingering terminal illnesses. 
Viola dedicated all of her adult life to the poor
and grieving. 

Surrounded by her family and by the 
Northern Cheyenne people she loved, Viola
was buried in the St. Labre Cemetary in
Ashland on January 24, 2004. In lieu of 

flowers, if you wish to make a memorial contribution in
Viola’s name, please send a contribution to Soaring Eagle
for the Heritage Living Center, P.O. Box 879, Billings,
Montana 59103.

benefactors for helping us today and in the future
keeps us inspired to carry on. We depend upon
your continued generosity to help us provide for
the elders’ daily needs and to make the mortgage 
payments each month. I am filled with gratitude
for your support in making the old chiefs’ vision 
a reality.

We don’t have a long mailing list or an
endowment like larger charities.  Limited in what
we can do; some necessities must wait additional
funding, such as the 14 passenger, diesel-powered
medical bus with a wheel-chair lift. This remains
a top priority. A bus would eliminate the current
use of multiple small vehicles to transport elders
to clinic visits or to the hospital. 

Last year your generous gifts made possible
the much needed deep water well for the fire pro-
tection that we didn’t have when fire swept over
the hills right above the Center. When spring

weather allows, the dam and reservoir will be
completed. As funds become available, we will
also complete the Memorial Park with wide walk-
ways for handicapped elders and the children in
the Montessori and Child Day Care. They will
enjoy the nature trails, flower and vegetable 
gardens and the increasing number of birds and
animals inhabiting the park. Several large memo-
rial gifts honoring a loved one would complete
the park sooner than expected. 

Caring for the grateful elders is a constant
source of amazement. In another letter I told you
about Al, blind and practically homeless when he
came to us in critical need of nourishing food to
restore his health. When a staff member asked
him one day if he wanted a second dessert, Al
replied, “Yes, I do! I’m afraid this is just a dream
and it might end if I wake up!”

I am always deeply touched when elders
come to our little chapel to join me in asking
God to bless our benefactors. They know that
without your gifts the Heritage Living Center
would not exist and their basic daily necessities –
food, shelter and medical attention – would be
unfulfilled. Thank you again for making this
“miracle” possible.

I stand in awe when I reflect on the ways
your generosity has saved the lives of elders who
were suffering from malnutrition, lack of medical
help and a warm, safe home. Your donations have
become the gifts of life.

Your beggar friend,

Father Emmett Hoffmann

Viola E. Campeau, the Cheyenne Nightingale, Passes On  

The year 2003 ended with heavy snow 
and sub-zero weather.



Frank Rowland likes to sit in the 
spacious front lobby of the Heritage Living
Center. He seems engrossed in the morning
newspaper, but he is also keeping his ears open
to everything going on around him. To coin 
a cliché, Frank is “as sharp as a tack.” Nothing
gets by the last living grandson of famed 
frontier interpreter Willis Rowland. Perhaps
this trait of remarkable awareness was handed
down from his forefathers. 

William Rowland, the first interpreter 
to make a name for himself among the
Cheyennes, was born in 1830. A courageous,
tough, Kentuckian, William married the
daughter of a Cheyenne chief and proved 
himself in battles against the Pawnee fighting
alongside his in-laws. 

William and his growing family made
their home at Fort Laramie where William
served as interpreter. Later he moved to Fort
Robinson, Nebraska to accept a similar posi-
tion. After the Sioux War, William rendered
his services during the tragic Cheyenne out-
break of 1879. George Bird Grinnell described
William as “a fine type of prairie man –
resourceful, without fear, and a good compan-
ion to travel with . . .” William later became
one of the famous “Cheyenne Scouts” at Ft.
Keogh under General Nelson Miles. 

William had 8 sons and 2 daughters. His
third son, Willis Thompson Rowland, (Long
Forehead) took up his father’s profession and
served as official Cheyenne interpreter for
many decades. 

An interpreter’s life was constantly
fraught with danger as he rode the fence
between cultures. If Willis made a mistake dur-
ing treaty negotiations, his life was on the line.
Historian and author Richard G. Hardorff said
that Willis interpreted in a “. . . solid, and
careful” manner like a “craftsman,” making
sure his vocabulary was precise in every
“painstaking detail.” Willis became friends and
translated for George B. Grinnell, Thomas B.
Marquis, George E. Hyde, Walter Camp, and
many other writers who chronicled frontier
history, including Indian interviews about the
1876 Battle of the Little Bighorn. 

The only type of man who could have 
survived the difficult and precarious job of
interpreter was a gentle, generous, fair-minded
person. Frank remembers his Grandpa Willis as
a good person who took in orphans and was
kind to everyone, Indians and whites alike.
Willis told his grandson: “If you have a visitor,
feed him the best that you have. Make room
for him to lie down and give him a blanket. If
he needs clothing and food, make him com-
fortable. Never get mad at anybody.” Grandpa
Willis lived in a log cabin. The only sign that
he had an important job was his Model A
Ford. 

Many interpreters came with the military
and left with the military. Willis never left the
Northern Cheyenne. His sons and nephews
became interpreters, tribal judges and police 

officers; respected men such as Chuck
Rowland. Chuck served as Tribal Chairman for
16 years and led his people against the coal
companies in the 1970s, after they illegally
obtained coal leases to mine Cheyenne home-
lands.

Frank Rowland grew up in the shadow 
of great men. He attended Busby School and
then worked in Wyoming on the railroad for
years and spent time in Seattle and
Anchorage, Alaska. Retired now, Frank and
his dog, Simone, enjoy their new home at the
Heritage Living Center. Frank is a welcome
resident as he keeps everybody laughing. This
is perhaps the most important survival trait
handed down from the best of the old-time
interpreters - men who could use humor to
break the ice between cultures.

The Best of the Old-Time Frontier Interpreters    
by Renee Sansom Flood

An interpreter’s life was 
constantly fraught with 
danger as he rode the 

fence between cultures.



Soaring Eagle Societies 
Soaring Eagle has established societies to give proper recognition for outstanding gifts that have been
given for the construction of the Heritage Living Center. Each society shows the level of donors and
our gratitude for their generosity.

American Eagle Society
$25,000 & up

Mrs Ottilie Champion
Mrs Gertrude Just
Mrs James Maney
Mr Paul Morigi
Sr Mary Jo Yutt

Spirit Coming Home Society
$10,000 to $24,999

Mrs Madelyn Chafin
Mr & Mrs Frank Curtis
Mrs Mary Duffy
Mrs Gerta M & Karin Ellison
Fenske Media
The Saint Francis Foundation 

of Michigan
Mrs Carol Morris
Mr S E Rule
Mr Rudolph F Valois

Journey of Life Society
$5,000 to $9,999

Mrs William Ball
Mrs Cecilia Bergmann
Ms Lois Berlage
Mrs Margaret Bowers
Miss Ethel Bruning
The Bernard Carmer Family
Mr Virgil E Hawk
Mr Paul Hojdik
Mrs Mary E Liebman
Andrew & Betty Markey
Mrs Jean Palmer
Ms Rust Pappathanasi
James Quick
John G Raffensperger MD
Mr Michael S Reis
Mr & Mrs David & 

M Patricia Russell
Ms Frances Saunders
Mrs Barbara R Smart
Ms Marion A Southard
Mrs Irene Symons
Rev Thomas Winikates

Light of Life Society
$1,000 to $4,999

Mrs Alice Ahern
Mrs George Allison
Ms. Patricia G. Andes
Ms Judith Andruczyk
Mr James Angerer
Dr Mary F Argus
Mrs. Alida Arnold
Patricia Ballweg
Ms. Bonnie Barlow
Ms Gloria Barr
Mr. & Mrs. Alfred Bertoncini
Ms. Elsie Bleimiller
Mr & Mrs William E Boger
Mr & Mrs David G Bonino
Mr & Mrs James J Boock
Mr. Louis Brown
Mrs V W Bunker
Mrs Irmgard K Caamano
Mr. Raymond M. Carpentier
Ms. Sadie Cartwright
Mr & Mrs Neil W Cole
Mr & Mrs William J Corbett III
Ms Eunice Coriell
Mrs James H Countryman
Dock Curtis

Mrs Tom Dawson
Mr Jeffrey Dennis
Mr & Mrs Marvin Deschepper
Mr. John F. Devanny
Ms Elizabeth Devins
Lynn Diamond
Ms Janet Dodd
Mr Charles Domingus
Ms Mildred Dreyer
Ms. Ethel A Duryea
Mrs Mathilde Easley
Mrs Edward C Eichhorn
The Church of the Epiphany
Mrs Bettymae Erb
Mr & Mrs Wynston E Erickson
Ms Ethel Eusebio
Mrs Celeste Farr
Mrs P F Fisher
Mr Robert T. Foote Sr
Robert Foote
Ms Magdalen Fritz
Mrs Shirley Fultz
Ms Loretta Gardellin
Mrs Lilia M. Gardner
Mrs E W Garrott
Mr Denis M Geraghty
Ms. Kathy Gianetti
William & Pat Gilmartin
Mr & Mrs Wayne Griep
Mr Stephen J. Grudichak
Mrs. Dorothy Haas
Ms P E Hadlick
Mary Halkyard
Helen P Harrison
Mrs Dorothy Harvey
Mr. Joseph F. Hattan
Ms. Lucille Haupt
Michael Hawes
Albert Henry Jr
Ms Susan Heyburn
Mrs. Walter J Hodgson
Ms Estella Hoffman
Ms Beatrice Hsiu
Ms G Huisking
Ms Mary Hummeler
Ms Dorothy Jackson
Ms Jennifer Johnson
Mrs Margaret S Jones
Mr & Mrs Wade Judy
Mr Richard L Kagarise
Ms Sophie Kaleta
Mary B. Kasbohm
Ms. Elsie Kautzky
Helen F Kelbert
Helen Kennedy
Mr Harold B Kneisley
Mrs Antoinette Kosta
Ms Janet J Koziol
Mary A Lawrence
Dolores A Leander
Edward L Lee
Mr Francis Leonard
Mr & Mrs Donald Lesch
Mr. Joseph Lodge
Ms Mary Lowe
Mrs Louis C Madeira
Mr & Mrs John A Malecha
Rosalia Maloney
Mrs Karen Q Mann
Mr Lawrence F Marsch
Mr & Mrs Edwin P Marshick
Betty Martin
Mr & Mrs Joseph Martinez
Ms Esther W Mc Graw
Mr. Charles T. Mc Kinnie
Mary Mc Sherry Ward
Mr. Lester W. McKee
Mr & Mrs Francis W Meade

Father Michael Mertens
Miss Teresa M Modica
Mrs Jean A Mooney
Judge & Mrs Fred J Moore
Mr Robert Morrison
Mrs Alice Morrison
Mr & Mrs Lewis B Morrow Jr
Mr & Mrs Glenn F Mustee
Mr Bob G Newgen
Anna Belle Nimmo
Mr & Mrs Edward Noha
Mary E Norckauer
Catherine G O'Camb
Mrs Carroll O'Connor
Miss Veronica Olde
Ms Margaret Onions
Ms. Ruth K. Panella
Mr Donald H Peabody
Ms Jeannette A Pennock
Mr Phillip Poneck
Mr. Anthony Ponik
Father Peter Powell
Ms Dorothy Pryor
Donna M. Pursley
Ms Arlene Putt
Ms Agnes E Reich
Mr & Mrs Edward J Reid
Mr Gerard Reilly
Mr Richard Renkun Sr
Mr Gordon Rennie
Ms Isabelle T Reynolds
Miss Lorraine Richard
Mr L Richardson Jr
Ms. Margaret J. Robertson
Mr Robert Robison
Mrs Helen Rock
Mrs Barbara A Roddy
Mr & Mrs Thomas E Rohr
Mr Steve Rosenberger
Mr George E Rosness
Ms. Doris Rossomme
Mrs Charlotte Ruff Griffin
Mr & Mrs Tom & Gloria Saraffian
Harold Schippert
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey G. Schuller
Mary Schwartz
Carl J Schwerin
Mr. Michael Scoggon
Ms Carolyn Jane Scott
Ms. Theresa Serafini
Cora E Sevilles
Mr & Mrs Harold W Sheeran
Mr K Shiroishi
Mr Brandon Slaten
Mr. John J. Sneeringer
David W. & Leota Snyder
Mr & Mrs Delbert Sondgeroth
Mr Joe Spacek
Dorothy Banks Steed
Dr & Mrs Kenneth P Steimel
Ms Robyn Stockton
Mr Howard Strobel
Ms Irma V Strong
Mr Fred Suazo
Ms. Andrea Sununu
Bryan Swope
Mr & Mrs Stephen Szajko Jr
Mr. Harold J. Taylor
Miss Marlys E Tedin
Mr Frederic Templeman
Mr Bill Thatcher
Mr Bert J Theriault
Mr George B Thomas
Ms Bessie Thomason
Mrs Jack Threet
Elizabeth M Tinter
Rev. Francis Toan
Mr. and Mrs. Alban F. Varnado

Mary C. Velten
Mr. John L. Venegoni
Mr & Mrs Roldan Vigil
Mr & Mrs E N Votry
Dr. Olga P. Weber
Dr Margaret Weiss
Mr Paul West
Edwin F Wilkins
Mr Carl B Williams
Bert F Winston Jr
Ms Alice Wiren
Mr Earl E Wischemier
Richard L Woodhams
Mrs R Hence Young
Ms. Alyce Youngson
Mr Richard Zitkus

Gift of Life Society
$500 to $999

St Procopius Abbey
Mrs. George Abbood
Claude J Albers
Mrs Elizabeth Alderfer
Paul W. Allaert
Mrs S Allender
Ms Rosemary Altenhofen
Amelia A Altomare
Richard Angus
Mr H E Attaya Jr
Craig & Daphne Aurness
Hannahzarah Avarraschild
Mr & Mrs N Baniassadi
Wayne Barber
Mr & Mrs Joseph Barovelli
Ms Carol Bart-Hudock
Mr. Lincoln Baxter II
Daniel J Begley
Ms. Mary Bell
Mr. Edward Bender
Alex J. Bercier
Ms Barbara Berger
V. Berry
Ms Helen Bilicki
Ms Judith Bishop
Mrs C L Book
Father Joseph J Borodach
Ms Eugenia H Borum
Ms Agnes Bossing
Dorothy Brady
Miss Marion I Breen
Mr John C Brennan
Mrs Leona Brewer
Mrs Kathryn Brilhart
Mr & Mrs Harold Britton
Mrs Paul Brooks
Ms. Margaret Brown-Heald
Edward H. Browning
Sister Mary D Bruck
Francis J. Buerger
Mr William Byers
Ms Nelle L Campbell
Ms. Hildegarde Campbell
R. Cartwright
Mr Steve Casares
Ms Therese Cashman
Shirley M Castle
SS Peter & Paul Catholic Church
Mr. Joseph Cazares
Mrs Barbara Chappell
Dr Jessalyne Charles
Irene H Chayes
Maryann Ciasullo
Mr & Mrs Robert Clabby
Mrs Nell G Clark
Bayard Coggeshall
Mrs John B Cooke
Mr Benj Cox



Ms Thelma Craig
Mrs Donna Cummings
Paul Curci
Mr Gary S Curran
Janet & Dorothy Curry
John E. Cuthrell
Mr. Michael J Dabul
Mrs Karen Dansfield
Fred Davis
Ms. Judith Dawson
Mrs C A Dawson
Yolanda De Fabritus
Ms. Dorothy Delay
Ms. Josephine Dellano
Mr. and Mrs. Anthony 

Di Domenico
Mr Eugene Difolco
Marion Dillingham
Ms Marian Doody
Ms Margaret E Dortland
Ms. Marianne Downes
Mr Gene Drane
Mr William Eagleton
Jo Ann Eder
Mrs Betty Edgerly
Mrs Barbara Edwards
Mr James P Egan
Ms Janet E Elder
Mr. & Mrs. Barry 

& Cecilia Eldred
Ms. Anne H Evans
Lucy F Fairbank
Ms Hazel M Fanshaw
Mr. Wilfred V Farnham
Mr. David P. Faulkner
R. A. Fernandes
Mrs Alice Fick
Charles Fincher
Ms Rachel Fine
E. Fisher
Dr & Mrs Thomas M 

Flanagan
Edith Folz
Miss Bernice Foote
Virginia Foote
Mrs Grace C Forlenza
Ms Eva Forndran
Mr Wm N Foss
Jean B Foster
Betty Fritchen
Mr James Galle
Joseph Galligan
Mr Bernard T Gascon
Norman E 

& Mary H Gebhart
Ms. Mary W Geeslin
Mr Charles Genaux
Mr Charles Gentges
Miss Carolyn L. Gerrety
Ms Dorothy T Geyer
Mr Edward H Gibbons
Mr Geo Gilmore
Ms Barbara Goforth
Ms. Mary Goodier
Mrs Valeda Gordon
Ms. Gertrude Goudy
Mr & Mrs Arthur W

Graham
Miss Edna Mae Grella
Ms Constance Grisard
Ms. Barbara Gurtler
Mr Leonardo Guzman
Mrs Louis W Haar
Mr Lewis Hagy
Mr Edward C Hansen
U. I. & Cecelia Harris
Mrs Margaret E Heath

Mr & Mrs Albert J Hefner
Josephine Heier
Ms Mary G Hellweg
Mr. & Mrs. Melvin Henry
Ms. Helen Herrling
Paul N. Herrmann
Miss Helen M Hoffman
Mr Henry I Holtz
Mr. William A Hood
Olivia Hopfe
Ms Victoria House
Henrietta Hoxie
Mrs Irene T Huch
Mr John H. Hudson
Mr Raymond Hufnagel
Harwell S. Huggins
Ruth Hughes
Mr & Mrs James M 

Humber Jr
Mrs Shirley K Huston
Miss Carmel S Iannance
Mr & Mrs D B Jackson
Bertolet Janiszewski
Raphael Janukovis
Ms Lois A Johns
Mr Robert Johnson
Lori Jordan
Ms. Beatrice Jungers
Laszl& Ingrid Jurak
Ms Dorothea Kaitz
William F. Kamin
Mrs. Lorraine Kavka
John Keck
Ms Rita G Keckeissen
Mr & Mrs Ray 

& Diane Keefe
Ms Irene Kehrer
Mr M F Kendrick
Mr Hugh R Kerrigan
J. F. Kniura
Mrs Mary Beth Konecsni
Ms Emily Kopley
Ms. Elizabeth A. Kost
Mr & Mrs Gerald Kraft
Mrs Maria Krause
Mr. Leonard S Krofka
Ms Patricia Kuhrt
Margaret La Massa
Mr & Mrs Malcolm Lacy
Mr John Laffan
Norbert E Landry
Ida Mae Latapie
Phil Leak
Joy Ledbetter
Ms Gertrude Leis
Mr & Mrs Dave Lennert
Ming Liao
Ms Laura Lindsey
Ms Nancy J Livingston
B Lochridge
Ms Mary B Lodge
Ms. Marian R. Long
Mr. Joseph Longo
Mrs J W Lynch
Mr John J Mac Gregor
Mrs John S. Maclaren
Mr. Arthur A. Maier
Mr. Lawrence W Malavita
Mrs Betty Malcomb
Mr Frank Mandile
Mr William H Mann
Mr Emil N Maresz
Mr. Joseph E. Marsh
Ms Johanne Martin
Paul Mathews
Ms. Juanita Maxwell
Mr & Mrs William 

F Mc Carthey
Mr & Mrs John 

R Mc Gregor
Ms Sue McCann
Nelda McDermott
Alftruda McDonald
Mr James R McGinnis
Mr & Mrs Edward 

J. McGrath
Hunter R McKee
Ms Ramona McLendon
Mrs J McVeigh
M. Meier
Ms Irene A Melnyk
Mr Richard L Merritt
Miss Elizabeth Mertel
Miss Marie L Miesse
Mr Walter Milburn
Dr & Mrs J Thomas Miller
Mr Joseph Miller
Sheldon Minnich
Ms Marion Mirehouse
Ms Barbara Mitchell
Ms Susie Montermoso
Patricia Morrisette
Ms Viola M Mortimer
Bert Morton
Mr. and Mrs. F.A. Mosillo
Julia Duncan Munney
Ms Rose C Munoz
Dr & Mrs J E Munzenrider
Mrs. Rose Namaka
Mr. Nathan Narrance
Fred & Marilyn K. Nations
Mrs Grace Nelson
Mr & Mrs Jerry Nightingale
Naomi E Nord Trust
Mr. James W Norris
Visitation Nuns
James P O’Connor
Ms. Julie A. Olson
Col & Mrs William 

M O’Niell
Mr. Edward Ortiz
Frances F Oswalt
Mr Philip Palmer
Elizabeth Palmer
Ms Mary Papadopetros
Myron S. Payne
Ms Lorraine Pearson

Ms Debbie Pearson
Mr & Mrs Frank 

H Peterson
Mr Truman G Pope
Mr Gerald J Post
Ms. Mary E Powers
Joe & Alexis Pozdol
Mr & Mrs Richard 

Prussman
Mr Adam Pulaski
Mary C Racki
Mr. John E Ramsay
Ms Stella Rand
Mr & Mrs Ted W Rasor
Ms. Marilyn J Rehnberg
Ann Reilly
Ms. Patricia J 

Rektorik-Sprinkle
Mr Charles G Roberts
Ms June A Robinette
Douglas & Peggy Robison
Mrs Juliet Roby
Mr Charles Roelfs
Mr Armando Rosa
Ms Mary A Rosania
Dr Carl Runge
Clara V. Salsberry
T. J. Schlatter
Mr Charles F Scholl
Mrs Diana L Schultz
Ms Elizabeth Schwab
Mr Harry Shade
Ms. Martha Shalvatis
Mr Rex Sjostrom
Mr & Mrs Harry & 

Kay Smith
Mr Alois J Soeller
Irene H. Sowa
Margaret E. Sowerwine
Mrs Marina F Speir
Mr Douglas R Stahl
Dr Kenneth Stahl
Mr & Mrs Clifton Stalheim
Mr David Stettler
Mrs Mary Stevens
Ms Ruth Perry Stevens
Ms Ann Sullivan
Ms Marilyn Swanson
Mrs Nancy B Sweat
Mary B. Tarpey

Mrs Verage Tarzian
Ms Patricia Thomas
Samuel Thompson
Katherine Thompson
Faye E Thompson
Miss Gwendolyn Tise
Miss Nelle Tobias
James R Tomlinson
Mrs Irene Boveri Trackman
Mr John T Tracy
Augustine J. Traiber
Mrs Edw Trizinsky
Mrs W Tulloch
Mrs Edw J Tyzenhouse
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph 

W. Ullrich
Barbara L Usndek
Ms Julie J Vachna
Carl A. Valentine
Edmund Varley
Mr & Mrs Erwin J Vickery
Mr & Mrs Nicholas Vietri
Edwin J Vilim
Dr & Mrs J H Visser
Ms. Mary Vockell
Ms. Marie Wallace
Mrs Harriett Walter
Ms Esther Ward
Ms Sarah S Webb
Dr & Mrs Adolph Wegener
Mrs Helen Welsh
Ms. Joan Wetherell
Mr Ralph Wheeler
Mrs Jean C White
Mrs Mary Louise 

Whitehead
Ms Irene Willette
Penelope P Wilson
Mr. Thomas Luke Wilson
Mr & Mrs Leonard Wirges
Dr Mary Jean Wood
Mr & Mrs Dennis Yancho
Mr. William Yonke
Avis M Zoanni

These one-time or cumulative contributions were received between January 1, 2003 –
December 31, 2003. Contributions received after December 31, 2003 will be listed in
the next Soaring Eagle Signals newsletter. See our website at www.soaringeagle.org.

Soaring Eagle Fund Raising Operation
Where the dollar was spent for the year ended June 30, 2003

Management and General

Donor Growth

Fund Raising

SUPPORTING SERVICES

Educational & Other

PROGRAM

Heritage Living Center

73¢

3¢

6¢

1 1¢

7¢

Soaring Eagle Societies
Donors who contributed $100 or more between January 1, 2003 and December 31, 2003 were enrolled

in the Dawn of Hope Society. They received a beautiful personalized certificate suitable for framing.
Thank you for your generous and caring gifts.



“Who the hell are you working for, 
Father Emmett or me?” President John F.
Kennedy’s irate question came during a tele-
phone conversation with U.S. Postmaster
General, J. Edward Day, during the Cuban
Missile Crisis. 

Father Emmett was in Day’s Washington
office and overheard the loud argument. 
He felt like crawling out of the room. 

This anecdote and many more can be
found in Renegade Priest of the Northern
Cheyenne, Father Emmett’s authorized 
biography, including 57 historical photo-
graphs, now available in hard and soft cover.

The biography tells of young “Buddy”
Hoffmann’s childhood on his parents’
Wisconsin dairy farm, where he baptized
every farm animal in preparation for the
priesthood. He dropped out of school twice
and finally entered the seminary where his
mischievous ways got him into trouble more
than once.

After ordination, Father Emmett dreamed
of an exotic post to Nicaragua. Instead, he
was disappointed when he found out that 
his first post was to be St. Labre, a remote
Montana mission. 

Thus began Father’s culture shock and 
re-education as he struggled to help the
impoverished Northern Cheyenne, a tribe
forgotten by the government. When Father
first arrived, he found contaminated wells,
murderous medical neglect, subhuman living
conditions, rampant malnutrition and 
disease. How could he help these gentle, 
yet downtrodden people to regain the spirit
of their proud ancestors?

His heartwarming story of dedication, 
success, temptation, failure,  and renewal 
of spirit has been well received by readers
across America. 

Father Emmett’s humanitarian efforts 
on behalf of the Northern Cheyenne is
unequaled in the history of the Catholic
Church in the 20th century American West.
But success came at a terrible price. Father
Emmett’s remarkable humanity overcame 
the moral violence leveled against him by
religious brethren, but not before it nearly
cost him his life. 

Renegade Priest of the Northern Cheyenne
is a true story of the hardships and triumphs
of a dedicated priest, much like that of the
beloved humanitarian, Father Flanagan of
Boys Town.

Since its November publication,
Renegade Priest has inspired 
many letters from friends and
benefactors:

“I have given your biography to
friends, and I am always astonished
to see almost non-readers react with
so much enthusiasm.”
–LIESELOTTE L.

“I enjoyed the book tremendously. 
A truly heartfelt story and well 
written!!”
–JUNE T.

“Having read your biography, it is
indeed an honor to be a part of the
building of the Heritage Living
Center. The book is good reading.”
–MARY R.

“I have your most gracious & 
heartwarming book. A lovely record
of your past, present and future, as
God has surely blessed you, cared 
for you and led you in the footsteps
or Jesus.”  
–ED D.

“Have just finished reading about
your life. How our Lord lives in your
heart and mind. God had the right
man for the job!”
–NANCY S.

“The Renegade Priest has touched
my heart. Bless you and long may
you thrive!”
–BEATRICE V.

“I thank you for allowing Renegade
Priest to be published and for it to be

written with such candor. Your work
has been extremely valuable to our
Indian brothers and sisters. It has
been an inspiration to hundreds, or
even thousands of us.”
–JAY H.

“I had no idea of what you had to
endure to help Native Americans.
You have our greatest admiration for
your fortitude and charity in the face
of so many obstacles.”
–ALICE S.

“I read your book and I could 
not lay it down! The love you have
shown and given to the Cheyenne
under the most difficult circum-
stances and hardships!”
–MATHILDE W. 

Renegade Priest of the Northern Cheyenne
The Life and Work of Father Emmett Hoffmann 1926 –



$20,000 Contract Amount $20,000
7.3% Rate of Return 1.88%
$915/yr Tax Free Income $0
$545/yr Taxable Income $376/yr
$1,460/yr Gross Annual Income $376/yr
$1,311/yr Net Income (after taxes) $273
$6,090 Charitable Deduction (Yr. 1) $0
$1,825 Income Tax Savings (Yr. 1) $0

*Based on a 70 year-old individual in a 27% Federal tax bracket, making a
$20,000 investment. Soaring Eagle Annuity contracts are irrevocable, resulting
in the large contribution deduction. The Certificate of Deposit is a 2-year rate.

Soaring Eagle
Gift Annuity

A SOARING EAGLE ANNUITY 
OUT-PERFORMS A CERTIFICATE OF DEPOSIT.

LET’S COMPARE...*

Certificate
of Deposit

Your Gift
Lives On

Please use one of the following sample
forms of bequest:

A. (Whatever is left after other bequests 
have been granted) “All the rest, residue,
and remainder of my estate, I bequeath to
Soaring Eagle Public Charity, a corporation
created under the Laws of the State of
Montana, located at Billings, Montana.”

B. “I give, devise, and bequeath to Soaring
Eagle Public Charity, a corporation created
under the Laws of the State of Montana,
located at Billings, Montana, ______% of
my estate.”

C. “I give, devise, and bequeath to Soaring
Eagle Public Charity, a corporation created
under the Laws of the State of Montana,
located at Billings, Montana, the sum of
$____________.”

D. “I give, devise, and bequeath to Soaring
Eagle Public Charity, a corporation created
under the Laws of the State of Montana,
located at 745 Indian Trail, P.O. Drawer
879 in Billings, Montana, 59103, the sum
of $ ____________ for the Wall of Living
Memories Fund, to care for Cheyenne
elders, the principal of which shall remain
in perpetuity.”

These are sample forms only. Consult your
attorney when preparing any legal
document.
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Did you know that a Soaring Eagle Annuity can produce
as much as 4 times the rate of return on a Certificate of
Deposit?* A  Soaring Eagle Annuity provides each annuitant
with a significant charitable tax deduction and a guaranteed
income for life. After the annuitant passes on, the beneficiary
family member will receive the annuity payments. Soaring
Eagle will eventually benefit from an annuity once the 
annuitant “passes on to the next camp.”

Let me tell you about “Ed,” one of our annuitants. 
He found an additional advantage by purchasing a Soaring
Eagle Annuity that will save him thousands of dollars in 
medical costs.

Let me tell you how he did it. Ed had already invested
$20,000 in an IRA account. When he contracted lymphoma
last fall, he had to go to the hospital. Subsequently, Ed began
chemotherapy treatments costing $9,000 every three weeks.
Medicare paid 80%, but the total treatment cost would 
ultimately add up to a whopping $63,000!   

After paying about $1,100 as his share of a $22,000 
hospital bill, it occurred to Ed that if he had less than $2,000
in his possession at any given time (he receives $973 per
month in Social Security) he would qualify for Medicaid to
cover the full amount of his medical care.

Ed checked with the local Medicaid office and received
approval to remove $20,000 from his IRA to purchase a
Soaring Eagle Gift Annuity. This allows him (based on his
age) to earn up to the maximum Medicaid income of $2,000
per year or quarterly annuity payments of up to $500, while
receiving fully covered cancer treatments.

We are so pleased that Soaring Eagle has been able to pro-
vide Ed with a way to meet both his financial responsibilities
and his significant health care needs. Ed won’t have to go
broke to stay alive!

Many of our benefactors are facing similar, serious health
care dilemmas. If you wish to consider a Soaring Eagle Gift
Annuity, please fill out the provided form and mail it to Mary
Jo Fox at Soaring Eagle. Just tell her the annuity amount and
the birth dates of the annuitants you are considering, (up to
two annuitants are allowed for each annuity.) She will send
you a proposal with no obligation. Take a look! See what a
Soaring Eagle Gift Annuity can do for you and your family.

By the way, Ed has almost completed his chemotherapy
treatments. He says he’s feeling tough enough to beat the 
cancer. We are praying that he is blessed with full remission
from the lymphoma. Way to go Ed! We’re looking forward to
sending you your next quarterly annuity payment in March!  

YES, I’m interested in a Soaring Eagle charitable 
gift annuity. The better rate of return, tax deduction
and eventual charitable contribution to Soaring Eagle
sounds like a WIN WIN WIN opportunity. 

Name_______________________________________
Address_____________________________________
E-mail______________________________________
Birth date(s) of annuitant_______________________

Annuity Amount $____________________________
(up to 2 names/birthdates allowed per annuity.)

This is a non-binding proposal. Upon receipt of 
actual payment for an annuity, a formal contract will
be mailed. For more information call Mary Jo at 
(406) 256-8500.

Beat the high cost of medical treat-
ment with a Soaring Eagle Annuity



ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Renee Sansom Flood is the author and editor of 15 books of historical nonfiction. In 2002, 
a PBS documentary produced by South Dakota Public Television based on her book, Lost
Bird of Wounded Knee (Scribner).A New York film company has optioned the book rights
for a film based on Lost Bird.

Renee received the South Dakota Governor's Award
for History and the South Dakota Hall of Fame Writer of
the Year Award in 1996. She also received the Karl
Mundt Distinguished Writing Award.

A review of Lost Bird of Wounded Knee appeared 
in the Library Journal: “Flood’s book is highly recom-
mended,” and in Publisher’s Weekly: “Her work is 
well-documented, powerful and chilling.”

Renee’s most recent book, Renegade Priest of the
Northern Cheyenne, The Life and Work of Father Emmett
Hoffmann 1926–is now available in hard and soft cover.

The author lives in Montana and lectures nationally
on her writing and publishing experiences. She is current-
ly working on two books for children and a book about
frontier women in the American West.
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Renegade Priest Book Order Form

Softbound
# of copies ______ @ $16 + $5 S&H = $_____________

Hardbound
# of copies ______ @ $25 + $5 S&H = $_____________

TOTAL $_____________

Please make checks payable to: Father Emmett’s Biography
Book purchases are not tax deductible.

Order your copy of 
Father Emmett’s biography today!

Use the order form below.

Renegade Priest 
of the Northern Cheyenne

The Life and Work of 
Father Emmett Hoffmann 1926–

Father Emmett’s remarkable story 
of success is unequaled in the history 
of the 20th century Catholic Church 

in the American West.

HOT
OFF THE
PRESS!

Father Emmett’s Biography,
Renegade Priest of the
Northern Cheyenne 

ORDER FORM

ON BACK



Soaring Eagle
Important Days We Want to Remember in Our Prayers

You are in our prayers each day and we want to remember your loved ones on their special days as well.
Please print the name(s) you want remembered and return in the envelope provided.

Birthday___________________________________________

Date of Birthday_______________________________

Birthday___________________________________________

Date of Birthday________________________________

Deceased_____________________________________________

Date of Death______________________________________

Deceased_____________________________________________

Date of Death______________________________________


